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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-2, 4-5, 9, 12 and 14 recite the word "programme" or "programmes". Replace 
"programme" and/or "programmes" with —program— or —programs— where appropriate. 

Claim 10 recites the word "fibre". Replace "fibre" with —fiber— where appropriate. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mackintosh et 
al. (US 6,317,784 Bl; hereinafter Mackintosh). 

Consider claim 1, Mackintosh discloses a method of providing a personalized broadcast 
service, characterized in that the method includes steps of: 

(a) arranging for a content provider (40) (figure 1, item 108; read as broadcast provider) 
to be coupled in communication with one or more user devices (30) (figure 1; user 112) and a 
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broadcast service (50) (abstract; read as broadcast service provider), the one or more user devices 
(30) being operable to present personalized programme content to their respective one or more 
users (20) (figure 2, item 146; read as supplemental material played in conjunction with program 
material); 

(b) receiving at the broadcast service (50) user profile information (100) fi-om the one or 
more users (20) (col. 5, lines 38-60; figure 1, read as user 1 12 data server 116); 

(c) receiving at the broadcast service (50) programme content indicative data (110) fi-om 
the content provider (40) (figure 1; col. 6, lines 5-20); 

(d) providing to the one or more devices (30) an a priori recording schedule (130) derived 
from at least one of the profile information (100) and the programme content indicative data 

(1 10) (col. 5, lines 51-60; read as schedule of program materials); 

(e) receiving programme content (140, 150, 160) at the broadcast service and the one or 
more user devices (30) and recording said received programme content at the one or more user 
devices (30) (col. 6, lines 5-20; read as stored on data server); 

(f) analyzing the received programme content at the broadcast service (50) to generate an 
a posteriori selection schedule (200) (col. 5, lines 51-60; schedule of program materials); 

(g) receiving the a posteriori selection schedule (200) at the one or more user devices (30) 
and processing the programme content recorded at the one or more user devices (30) pursuant to 
the a posteriori selection schedule (200) to generate the personalized programme content for 
presentation to the one or more users (20) (col. 6, line 56 to col. 7, line 7; read as data server can 
build a schedule for retrieval). 
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Consider claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above, Mackintosh discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the programme content indicative data (1 10) includes at least one of electronic 
programme guide (EPG) data and its associated meta data. (col. 5, lines 7-17) 

Consider claim 3, and as applied to claim 1 above, Mackintosh discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the user profile information (100) is communicated to the broadcast service 
(50) by one or more of: via the one or more user devices (30), via a communication network such 
as the Internet, via a call centre, and by completion of one or more questionnaires at premises 
where the one or more user devices (30) are initially purchased, (col. 5, lines 7-29) 

Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 1 above. Mackintosh discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the broadcast service (50) is operable to construct the a priori recording 
schedule (130) by processing a list of available and receivable stations, and EPG data (110) 
including a corresponding list of temporally non-conflicting programmes, (figure 7; col. 5, lines 
7-17 and col. 6, line 5, lines 51-60) 

Consider claim 5, and as applied to claim 1 above. Mackintosh discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the broadcast service (50) is operable to perform an analysis of programme 
content recorded thereat to generate the a posteriori selection schedule (200) for communicating 
to the one or more user devices (30). (col. 5, lines 51-60) 
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Consider claim 6, and as applied to claim 5 above, Mackintosh discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the analysis utilizes at least one of: speech recognition, kej^word spotting, 
topic detection, music genre classification, image analysis, video analysis, (col. 9, lines 8-18) 

Consider claim 7, and as applied to claim 1 above, Mackintosh discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the broadcast service (50) is operable to perform an analysis of user profile 
information to generate the a posteriori selection schedule (200) for communicating to the one or 
more user devices (30). (col. 5, lines 51-60) 

Consider claim 8, and as applied to claim 2 above. Mackintosh discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the meta data (110) includes parameters relating to at least one of: genre 
classification, topic information and summaries, subjective ratings, (col. 9, lines 8-18) 

Consider claim 9, and as applied to claim 1 above. Mackintosh discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the programme content is arranged to be communicated from the content 
provider (40) through relatively high bandwidth channels in step (e), and at least one of the user 
profile information (100) in step (a), the programme content indicative data (1 10) in step (b), the 
recording schedule (130) in step (d) and the selection schedule (200) in step (f) are arranged to 
be communicated through relatively low bandwidth channels, (col. 5, lines 7-17; read as 
different program mediums) 
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Consider claim 10, and as applied to claim 9 above, Mackintosh discloses the claimed 
invention wherein: (a) said relatively high bandwidth channels include one or more of satellite 
broadcast, terrestrial radio wave broadcast, wide-bandwidth optical fibre broadcast, broadband 
Internet; and (b) said relatively low bandwidth channels include one or more of radio wave 
communication, radio telephony, lower bandwidth optical fibre, (col. 5, lines 7-17; read as 
different program mediums) 

Consider claim 11, and as applied to claim 1 above, Mackintosh discloses the claimed 
invention wherein the user profile information (100) stored at the broadcast service (50) is 
capable of being updated in response to feedback from the one or more users (20). (col. 5, lines 
38-60) 

Consider claim 12, Mackintosh discloses a communication system for distributing 
personalized programme content operable according to the method of claim 1. (abstract) 

Consider claim 13, Mackintosh discloses a user device (30) operable to function 
according to the method of claim 1. (figure 7) 

Consider claim 14, Mackintosh discloses a Personalized programme data content (220) 
generated according to the method of claim 1. (absfract) 
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Conclusion 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Bobbak Safaipour whose telephone number is (571) 270-1092. 
The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessftil, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Anderson can be reached on (571) 272-4177. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305- 
3028. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2600. 



/Bobbak Safaipour/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2618 

July 16, 2009 

/Matthew D. Anderson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2618 



